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Inflation is another example of how a word is used to imply exactly the opposite of what it 
is: devaluation. Inflation is simply, and only caused by the government printing more 
money and putting it into circulation, with no value behind it. The faster the government 
thus increases the money supply, the more business and individuals want to borrow and 
spend that money, which they can later pay back with lower value, easier to earn, money. 
This borrowing, and spending of unearned money results in prices being rapidly bid up. No 
one group can stop, or control inflation simply by agreeing not to increase prices or wages, 
for when they attempt to do so they simply put themselves out of business, increase the 
unemployment rolls, and decrease production of goods, just when the demand for goods is 
highest! The resulting ‘‘tighten your belt—don’t spend now” attitude can thus cause a 
massive recession. There is only one cure for this problem: the government must stop 
increasing the money supply, must stop spending what they don’t have, must stop spending 
money on useless projects simply ‘because it provides jobs,’’ and must remove unreal 
‘‘controls’’ on wages, prices, imports and exports, and allow the natural laws of supply and 
demand to work to stabilize the economy, and to produce what people really need. This 
should all be quite obvious when one notices the industries most in trouble are the ones with 
the greatest amount of government ‘‘regulation’’ (another greatly misused word). But, as 
long as the people vent their rage over the results of government mismanagement on the 
corporations which are doing their best to provide the goods, jobs, and services people 
want, while crying for even more government interference, they'll get what their stupidity 
demands: inflation, recession, joblessness, poor products and services, and rapidly in- 
creased crime. A government so engrossed in fouling up the lives of honest citizens has little 
time to provide protection against real crimes! 

We have tried to counter cost increases of material, labor, taxes and overhead by 
improving production efficiency and accepting a much lower income. But inflation still 
gains on us so we must raise prices as all others must do, although not as much. We reserve 
the right to change prices at any time, and will notify you before shipping if prices have gone 
up. 


PRICES: WARMLITE TRIPLE BAGS 
56” girth, $190 60° girth, $200 64" girth, $210 
DAM: Down Filled Airmats: 
Ordered with bag $35. (no foam pad) 
For existing bag $45, 
4 yds. Silver vapor barrier fabric to line other bags. $12. 


70° girth, $225 


TENTS: 2R 2X 2XGold 3R 3X 3XGold 5R 3R EXPI 
$190 $180 $190 $240 $225 $240 $300 $320 
End liner: $20 na. na. $26 na. na. $35 include 


cooling side windows, $25 any R model. 2nd door, 3R or 5R, $10. 

Drop end, $14 ($22 if with end liner), Seam sealant and sack included. 

Aluminum tent tops: 28 $17 3R $20 SR $23. 

Extra seam sealant, 8 oz. can $4. Extra sack: Tent $4., Bag $6. 

Replacement pole parts: 2R rear $2.80, 28 front, 38 $3.20, 58 $3.60, joints, any ፄ.50. 
Complete poles: 2R rear $14, 2R front, 3R $26 ea. 


GOLITE PACKS: Small $85 Medium $90 Large $95 
SCC (camera case) $18 


No Sweat shirts: Small $19, Medium $20, Large $21, Extra large $22. 
PONCHO: 12 ounces $24. Child's pad: $20. 


SINGLE TOP BAGS WITH DOWN AIR MAT: 

56° girth, $170 60° girth, $177 64" girth, $183 70" girth, $195 

Single top bags: A few original single top bags, 64°" girth with full length zips are left, at 
$130. We will now produce, on order only, new single top bags with full air mat bottoms 
and NO SIDE ZIPS. To use you slide in from top. This gives absolutely minimum weight 
and bulk sleeping system. A top thickness of 4° will allow most people to use it down to 
about 5°F. By patting or shaking down out to sides the top can be thinned for use up to about 
60°F. These bags cannot be converted to triple bags. They are similar in warmth but 5 oz. 
lighter than Triple used with thick top only. 

We no longer sell gloves, mitts, storm hoods, pack rafts or other items we don’t make. 
We don’t like to sell fabrics, but get so many requests that we will sell our special fabrics on 
an as available basis. Often all we have in stock are ends or sections with defects, which are 
fine for small items but must be pieced together for larger items. We will not accept returns 
on cut yardage. We will send excess yardage if we must send pieces or fabric with defects, 
so you will receive at least as much useable fabric as paid for. For simplicity, one price on all 
fabrics of $3 per square yard. Most bag and tent fabric 15 from 42° to 47" wide. 47°" = 1.3 
sq. yd. per lineal yard. Gold Mylar nylon laminate used in X tent costs $5,50/lineal yard, 
47°" wide. 


FILMGAP LINER: due to excessive production costs and low sales the FILMGAP 
LINER is discontinued for awhile. 

Vapor barrier fabric: The specially made vapor barrier fabric we use in our bags is good, 
but not good enough, so it is possible to get a little condensation under the foam. A simple 
solution to that is to put plastic garbage pail liners over the foam pad from each end, tape 
together in middle, slit head end to let air in and out, and put pad back into bag. We are 
trying to get a polyethylene film laminate for inside fabric to greatly improve vapor barrier. 
The heavy coating on airmat fabric forms more than adequate vapor barrier. 

We welcome any well thought out suggestion for improved, or alternate designs. We are 
quite aware of what other major companies are doing, and unlike others who simply produce 
gear like others have produced in the past, we analyze the reasons for design. construction 
and material features, and make changes when analysis and subsequent testing prove the 
change is a significant improvement. Many of our improvements are results of customer 
suggestions which have proven useful (about 1 out of 100 suggestions), and we're very 
thankful for those suggestions. If you like the efforts we're making to improve lightweight 
camp equipment, and have a good idea for more improvement, then please tell us about it. 


ane A 


Zip Zone Zip Zone Zip Zone Zip Zone 
010-043 2 249 4 457 4 730-739 7 
044 3 250-253 5 458-479 5 740-746 6 
045 2 254 4 480-487 4 747-748 7 
046-047 3 255-259 5 488-499 5 749 6 
048-067 2 260-268 4 500-516 6 750-754 7 
068-089 3 270-277 5 517-521 5 755 6 
100-119 3 278-279 4 522-525 6 756-784 7 
120-126 2 280-299 5 526-539 5 785 8 
127 3 300-315 5 540 6 786-796 7 
128-129 2 316-355 6 541-549 5 797-799 8 
130-139 3 356-359 5 550-574 6 800-810 7 
140-143 4 360-361 6 575-577 7 811-816 8 
144-146 3 362 5 578-584 6 820 7 
147 4 363-369 6 585-593 7 821-825 8 
148-149 3 370-379 5 594-599 8 826-828 7 
150-168 4 380-38 | 6 600-622 5 829-880 8 
169 3 382 5 623 6 881 7 
170-174 4 383 6 624-633 5 882-883 8 
175-198 3 384-385 5 634-675 6 884 7 
199-218 4 386-397 6 676-679 7 885-999 8 
219 3 400-432 5 680-689 6 Canada 8 
220-241 4 433 4 690-699 7 Mexico ኣ 
242-243 5 434-436 5 700-704 6 
244-245 4 437-449 4 705-706 7 
246-248 5 450-456 5 707-729 6 
UPS Shipping & Insurance: (Post office air) ((Post office surface)) 
Items UPS west Zone Zone Zone Zone Zone Zone 
coast air ]-3 4 5 6 7 8 
Poncho 80 0.82 85 .፳89 93 .97 
Shirt 1.18 (2.16) (2.18) (2.20) (2.22) (2.24) (2.27) 
((1.53)) ((1.64)) ((1.75)) ((1.88)) (1.99)) ((2.07)) 
2R tent 3.00 1.50 1.60 1.72 1.87 2.04 2.24 
(2.73) (2.89) (3.10) (4.34) (4.61) (4.87) 
((2.30))  ((2.45)) ((2.62))  ((2.83)) ((3.04) ((3.20)) 
3R tent 3.75 1.57 1.71 1.85 2.05 2.26 2.51 
(4.03) (4.23) (4.47) (4.76) (5.08) (5.4) 
((2.40)) ((2.56)) ((2.76)) ((3.01)) ((3.26)) ((3.46)) 
58 tent 1.74 1.93 2.13 2.40 2.70 3,05 
Bags 5.25 (4.63) (4.91) 5.21) (5 60) (6.02) (7.44) 
((2.56)) ((2.77))  ((3.03)) ((3.36)) ((3.70)) ((3.98)) 


NOTE: UPS shipping includes insurance for full value. Claim service in case of loss takes ] 
to 2 weeks. 

Post office shipping includes insurance up to $200. You assume all responsibility for any 

greater loss. Claim service takes about 6 months, if you’re lucky. Please don’t use General 
Delivery. 
ALL orders must be paid in advance. We do not bill or send invoices. No credit card or 
phone orders (but you may phone for help selecting an item). Personal checks are O.K. but 
will delay shipment 2 weeks. Since less than 1 out of 5 pay bills when we ship small items in 
response to phone orders, we will no longer send out anything without prior payment. I’m 
sorry that honest people must suffer delays due to the dishonest ones, but there is no way we 
can tell them apart. 


GUARANTEES: We have been repeatedly told that our 100% guarantee to correct any 
defects ever found in our gear, and to make sure it will perform exactly as advertized, is not 
what the mail ordering person wants. They want a 30 day money back guarantee, or 
something like that. That is difficult when we offer such a wide range of customizing. But, 
we will accommodate those who feel that 15 the only measure of quality, if they'll limit 
themselves on options. We will now offer 100% money back if not satisfied, if you include 
an explanation of why you are not satisfied, and what changes would satisfy you, on the 
following items: Ponchos, No Sweat shirts, Triple bags no taller than normal expected 
height nor more than 4”' shorter, model 2 or 3 tents without alum. tops or end liners. Golite 
Packs if we have agreed in advance of production that sizing is normal enough to give us 
reasonable chance of matching it to a future order. During the past 3 years we have offered 
full return privilege to everyone who questioned our no return policy, and never got a return. 
The above policy will protect us from nuts ordering odd options they really don't want, 
while allowing the unsure to order and inspect before being committed to purchase. 
Catalog: Our plan of making one main catalog serve for many years, with small supplements 
as required, seems to work well, but we still get requests for ‘‘this year's catalog’* from 
people who have the current one. This 1977-78 supplement may be valid into 1979, when 
we expect to run out of basic 1974 catalogs and will have to write an entirely new catalog. 
We are thinking of a simpler conventional basic catalog with separate appendix for 
explanations. We welcome all suggestions on format, pictures, and technical presentation. 

We've gotten a few questions about lack of underarm zippers as shown on the 1973 shirts 
in catalog pictures. They seemed like a great idea, but didn’t prove very useful in practice 
and cost far more than expected so were discontinued. Another frequent question which 
shows how thoroughly people inspect our products is **what are small pinholes behind 
pocket?" Those are pocket location marks for seamstress. A few have complained that the 
shirt will not cool them when overheated. Neither will your down parka cool you, Both are 
sold to keep you warm; the down parka to stop convective heat loss, the No Sweat shirt to 
stop evaporative heat loss and insensible sweat loss. We are now eliminating pockets on 
shirts since they are not needeed on an undershirt and act as rain collectors if used as a rain 
jacket. Sleeves on some are being made 4"" longer than normal to cover hands when used as 
wind or rain jacket and to give more arm freedom without pulling sleeve up arm, with cuff 
held at wrist with velcro closure. This also lets standard shirts fit people with longer arms 
without special fitting (which we have discontinued doing). 


SLEEPING BAGS 


GIRTH OF BAGS: When measuring for girth, be sure you measure all the 
way around back, arms, and space between hands. Compare with chart of 
maximum height for girth. If you are taller than maximum you probably 
measured wrong. For each girth we expect height to be from about 6° less than 
maximum, up to the maximum. We will send bag up to 5”’ over length, but never 
shorter than your height. 

Triple bag improvements: the collar was modified to permit it to be vapor 
barrier fabric thus making a better humidity seal. Vapor barrier fabric is 
extended up face end of thick top so condensation of breath will not occur on 
porous fabric, thus keeping down in end tube dry. We have quite a few bags in 
stock with the softer porous fabric collars so suggest you request one of those if 
you do not plan on long below zero trips. Do specify vapor barrier collar if you 
do expect below zero use and we will fill order as requested. If not specified we 
will deliver porous collar bag, while they last. 

The weave tightness of porous aluminized fabric has been quite variable 
during the last few years, giving us problems with adequate down proofness and 
thread shift along side seams, which look bad although don’t weaken the bag. In 
16 years of use without aluminizing we never had these problems. We will thus 
not be buying more aluminized fabric and production will shift to the nonalum 
fabric as present stock, which is good, is depleted. The interior, where most 
radiant heat saving occurs will still be aluminized coated, which has always 
worked right. 

SPECIAL TRIPLE BAG TOPS: We have 2 special extra tops for triple bags 
to extend usefulness in hot weather. |. A single sheet top, which is a single layer 
of Nylon with zippers to match bottom, giving you a thin wind break cover for 
hot nights, cost $15. 2. A double mosquito net top with foam spacers, giving full 
coverage up over hood, spaced so bugs can’t bite through, allowing free flow of 
cooling air. This top can be used inside of any other top for additional 3/4”' 
insulation, cost $24. If ordered for existing bag we need exact length of side and 
foot zippers, and direction of opening of foot zipper. Best to send your thin top 
with order. We have been testing a Polargard top which is a bit thinner than the 
thin outer top, but much heavier and bulkier. So far we can’t seem to justify it, 
since it is so easy to keep the down dry in all conditions, even through canoe 
swampings. 

COLORS: We often get orders with no color specified. If you don’t care what 
color you get, then state ‘‘any’’ and maybe help us choose by listing colors you 
like. We notice a general preference for red bags, but more people buy blue. 
Light blue seems to be a favorite for tents, possibly because it is pretty but easy 
on the eyes and shows dirt less, yet more people buy yellow. This may be 
because our tents are used for serious mountaineering more than other makes, 
and visibility at night is more important than having a color they like best. But, I 
suspect that many who don’t need yellow buy it to identify themselves with 
mountaineers. I suggest you pick the color you like best and ignore the needs or 
likes of others. 

Colors for sleeping bags are RED, BLUE or GREEN, all with silver interior (a 
few red with red interior which is still silver on side towards the down). Colors 
for tents are LIGHT BLUE, YELLOW, and GREEN. 

DOWN AIR MATS (DAM): (We would really rather insulate them with UP 
so we could call them UP air mats.) Two years of production and use of our 
Goose Down filled air mats, DAMS, for triple bags has proved their reliability 
and superiority to foam for warmth, comfort, minimum bulk, and weight. 
Fitting them in the space allowed for foam pad, which was restricted by bulk and 
weight of foam, results in a narrower pad than desired and a decrease in effective 
girth of the bag. The much lower bulk and weight of DAM permits a wider more 
comfortable mat to be used, but this requires a significant change in bottom 
construction, making a better bag with DAM, but making it impractical to 
substitute a foam pad for the DAM. We will thus sell bags with 2 bottom designs; 
present foam pad bottom, and new wider DAM bottom. If you wish the option of 
choosing foam or DAM, then order the present foam bottom bag and the DAM to 
fit. If you prefer DAM bottom with best comfort, order the DAM bottom bag. 
(We will not sell foam pads for these, but anyone could buy foam sheet and cut it 
to fit if desired. 1.2 pcf firm polyether foam is the best now available for best 
comfort and minimum bulk when packed.) 

Our original method of sewing and sealing air mats was slow and expensive 
and heavy (7 oz. of sealant), but worked and got us going on this most important 
improvement for sleeping bags. We are now installing dielectric sealing 
machinery so we can make better, lighter mats faster. The techniques we 
developed for sewn and hand sealed mats isstill useful for repairs and special 
constructions. 

VAPOR BARRIER Insulation: We are very pleased to see more people 
making use of vapor barrier insulation. Most knowledgable mountaineers are 
using baggies on feet, plastic glove liners, vapor barrier underclothes (No Sweat 
Shirts) and sleeping bag interiors. We’ve seen several copies of our No Sweat 
Shirts (fanciest version being made by Dan Shurman of Synergy). Camp 7 is 
producing a very nice all down bag with vapor barrier interior, which should be 
considered if for some reason you want a warm bag without the built in pad or air 
mat of ours. Hopefully everyone will soon know and apply vapor barrier 
insulation for all cold weather applications, and frostbite and hypothermia will 


become a thing of the past. If you wish to upgrade an existing bag with vapor 
barrier interior, send $12 for 4 yds. of fabric and sew into your bag, or make a 
separate liner. Or, write to Frank Oslick at VaporFlect and buy a ready made tie 
in liner (or maybe you can talk him into sewing it into your bag, which is neater). 


Unique features found only in Stephenson bags: Some of these features have 
now been adopted by other manufacturers. Several now have collars, 3 with 
built in foam pads (1 with the terrible mix of Down top and Dacron bottom), and 
1 with double zippers (Snow Lion, who adopted the double zip at insistence of 
my friend Wayne Gregory, and then had the nerve to apply for and get a patent 
on it! Shows how careful the patent office is. We started double zippers in 1958 
and have continuously made and sold bags with double zips since then. Any 
other manufacturer who wishes to use double zips can do so freely. 

Golite pack sacks are available in two zipper arrangements. The Ist design, 
shown in pictures and drawing, has center compartment zippers in a T shape. 
Vertical zips on side pockets are on front which gives access to lower pockets 
while pack is worn. A holdout bar at top keeps it expanded. The 2nd design is 
exactly same size but has inverted U access to center compartment which gives 
full opening. Vertical zips on side pockets are also on back side for easier access 
to all compartments when pack is laid flat. Bottoms of the 3 upper sections zip 
open to form compartments the full height of pack. Stiff but flexible closed cell 
foam sheets between middle and side pockets serve as holdouts, and bar is 
eliminated. (These foam sheets can be easily pulled out to use as sitting pads on 
rock or snow). The extra zippers and fabric for foam compartments make the 2nd 
design a bit heavier than Ist design. COLORS: Aluminum and a few red and 
blue available in 151 design, and alum, red, blue, white, black, brown and a few 
green available in 2nd design. The 1.9 oz. aluminized fabric has held up very 
well, convincing us there is no need for heavy 7 oz. sacks. We will continue the 
3.5 to 5 oz. fabrics to give a variety of colors. 

Others use heavy fabrics ‘‘because it’s always been done” (Kelty & 
Camptrails) or because their seams have come apart (which is due to lack of hot 
cutting or use of cotton or polyester thread. Very heavy Nylon fabric is needed 
on frameless packs which don’t have protection of a frame, especially if used for 
rock climbing. 

All our frames are now the heavy duty tubing which has performed perfectly. 
Several dents and eventual breaks in the light tubing has convinced us the risk 
isn’t worth the 4 02. saving of weight. 


BACK PACKS 





zipper 
design 2 HT 





H HT wW 
Small 18 10 18 
Medium 20 11 19 
Large 22 12 20 





We're including pictures of our new home and shop in New Hampshire and 
view of lake and mountains to answer the repeated question ‘‘why move from 
California?’’ Although the move has been a lot of work, and one very cold 
winter in an uncompleted house, it now seems to be very successful. We can 
work in more comfortably efficient space, enjoy life in the woods, yet be only 
minutes to sailing, hiking, climbing, flying, downhill and crosscountry skiing. 
Although costs are way up due to inflation, improved efficiency allows us to 
increase prices less than inflation rate, effectively reducing true costs while 
improving products. 

Camping in Gilford: We live on a 49 acre hillside, mostly wooded, with a 
natural pond. Plenty of space for friends to camp on their way through the White 
Mountains, or just visiting us. In winter skiing is great just 5 minutes away at 
Gunstock, and we can accommodate quite a few friends at a time — just bring 
your favorite wine for relaxing in the hot tub. 

TENT SEALING: To improve quality, speed up delivery, and keep costs 
from getting higher we are passing the seam sealing job on to the tent buyer. We 
have done this for the past 6 months and as yet have heard of no problems. 
(Previously we had sealing problems on 2 to 3 tents a month. It is a simple task, 
but one the owner will do better than hired employee.) 

We have found that many people are camping on trips with their airplanes. A 
larger number of those attending air shows, especially antique and home built 
shows, will set up camp alongside their plane, which is much cheaper and more 
convenient than going to a motel, and allows them to enjoy the air show and 
parties with fellow flyers to the fullest, while protecting their aircraft. We’ ve 
also noticed many people using their airplanes for vacation trips, especially now 
with fuel shortages and high fuel prices, due to the much better fuel economy the 
airplane gives them, greatly increased speed, avoidance of traffic, and accessi- 
bility to places which are difficult or impossible to reach by other means. The 
main problem with airplane camping is bulk and weight of equipment, which 
can best be solved by using our light weight back pack tents and sleeping bags. 

On winter flights, or flights over wilderness areas, it is most reassuring to 
have a good tent and warm sleeping bag with you in case of emergency, or 
simply as a way to make a quick overnight stop with no time lost getting to or 
from motels. We found that especially nice on our property locating trip to New 
Hampshire. 
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DESERT CAMPING BY AIRPLANE — 1947 STINSON 
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BACK PACK CAMERA CASE 


How often have you wanted to take a picture, but passed it up 
because your camera was inconviently packed in your back pack? 
Wouldn't it be nice to have camera and accessories right up front where 
you could use it instantly? The new Stephenson Camera Case (SCC) 
does just that and much more. 

The SCC is a simple 10”” x 4'” x 5'” top opening case of heavy 
waterproof nylon construction. It is stiffened with closed cell ethafoam 
which holds the shape, provides padding, shock absorption, and floata- 
tion for your equipment. The top closes with a 2-way rugged coil 
zipper. The interior is divided with nylon walls into three spaces, with 
center space shaped to hold any 35 mm or 126 instamatic, some 6 x 6 
cm, and some 8 mm or super 8 movie cameras. Side compartments can 
hold spare lenses, lightmeter, filters, film, or trail snacks. 

The case is supported by a telescoping aluminum tube frame which 
plugs into the hip band arm ends of the Stephenson Go-Lite Pack. The 
weight of the SCC and its contents counterbalances part of your pack 
weight, thus reducing pull back loads on shoulders. The telescoping 
frame allows the pack arms to work normally for automatic hip clamp- 
ing, or, can be pinned as desired to increase or decrease clamping force 
on hips. The SCC frame is held on the Go-Lite Pack arms with a simple 
pin, through arm end fitting. It is removed by simply pulling the pins 
and pulling camera case and frame forward slightly. Normally the 
bottom of camera case will carry about level with bottom of the Go-Lite 
Pack arms, thus providing lots of leg clearance for climbing on steep 
trails or over boulders. (Naturally, for any difficult climbing, where 
you may have to belly right up to the rock, or raise knees to your chest, 
the SCC should be slipped off and tied on to the back of the pack with its 
attached shoulder or hand carrying strap.) 

For day hikes without your pack, simply remove the frame and carry 
the SCC with the attached, adjustable hand or shoulder carry strap. 
(When used with the frame and pack, this strap will loop around the 
SCC frame to prevent accidental pull out of the frame. 

We will be producing the SCC in a variety of colors, such as green, 
blue, brown, red, maroon, and black, in one size only, which will fit all 
Go-Lite Pack sizes. For production efficiency we will produce a lot of 
cases about once a year, same as we do back pack sacks. Thus, we will 
not always have all colors available. Give several color choices when 
ordering. 

Use on other pack frames: It is possible to make adapters to use the 
SCC on other pack frames with side arms, such as the Sunbird, 
Alpenlite, A-16, Jan Sport. We will not make such adapters, and 
suggest only that if you wish to make your own adapter it should be 
rigidly attached to the frame, and will need a .60-inch inside diameter 
(or larger) tube for the SCC frame to slip into. 





STEPHENSON CAMERA CASE 


TENTS 
EXPEDITION 3R 2D ET 


Extra rugged storm tent: Our tents have regularly withstood storms that no other tents 
have survived, and thus have acquired a reputation as THE tent to use for severe weather 
climbs and expeditions. But despite this impressive record we find many people apprehen- 
sive over the light weight. Frequently people buy other tents simply because they’re 
heavier, only to be disappointed when the heavy tent fails in a storm. This has led to several 
requests for a heavier, more ruggedized version of our three man tent with end liners and 2 
doors. We have thus made an extra rugged 3R2DET with the following special features: 1. 
Ends 1.9 oz. red (for contrast with yellow top and when on snow),, with extra reinforcing at 
stake out loops to increase wind resistance from 94 mph up to 160 mph. 2. Stake out webs 
adjustable from inside so you can take up slack from shifted stakes or tent expansion from 
inside. 3. Double strength and stiffness poles with inside joints and longer sections. 4. Fully 
weather shielded zippers, and simplified door. 5. Liner gold metalized mylar Nylon 
laminate for minimum radiant heat loss. 6. All vents have full zipper closure. 7. Combina- 
tion doormat-rollup carry sack allows easy shakeout of tracked in snow, and easier packing. 
8. Middle pole (normally not needed but nice in extreme side winds for holding sides out. 
Requires two extra stakes.) 

This tent will appear as our standard 3 person tent with double doors and end liners, in red 
and yellow, but it will be able to take much higher wind and snow loads, be easier to keep 
tight so it can achieve its designed capability, and be more resistant to handling abuse. We 
have not increased floor fabric weight because the present material has done the job 
perfectly and can outlast the tent top. If a person wants even more wear resistance on the 
floor he can carry the extra weight in a separate ground cloth and get better results than the 
same weight added to floor, while the rest of us can have our lighter weight tents. Side 
windows may be ordered on this tent and will have no effect on storm performance, but will 
add 5 oz. We will consider reasonable requests for other options, but no holes in floor, 
tunnels, or drop fronts. 

ULTRA LIGHTWEIGHT TENTS: 2X and 3X 

2X and 3X tents are absolutely the lightest tents made anywhere in the world. These are 
single wall versions of the popular 2R and 3R tents made of a new tough laminate of Nylon 
and Mylar, which is slightly stronger than our standard tent fabric. The extremely low 
radiant heat loss of the Mylar surface results in a single wall tent with almost as little 
condensation as our unsurpassed double wall tents, while having absolute rain protection. 
With no inner wall the X tents are a bit roomier than the R tents (which are still the roomiest 
tents for their stated capacity available anywhere). The X tents are made in Gold or 
translucent versions. Both have similar absolute rain protection and minimal condensation. 
The Gold is a beautiful metallic orange gold and is radar reflective and opaque. The 
translucent is almost see through, you can see the stars and moon through it, although not 
sharply. 


Weight: Translucent; 2X 1 Ib. 12 02. (28 oz. or .79 kg.) 
3X 2 lb. 4 02. (36 oz. or 1.02 kg.) 
Gold 2XG 2 1b. 2 02. (34 oz. or .97 kg.) 


3XG 2 lb. 11 oz. (43 oz. or 1.22 kg.) 

Notice that the 2X is only 14 oz. per person, while the 3X is only 12 oz. per person, less 
than the lightest bivy sack available! 

Although the fabric is actually a bit stronger and heavier than our standard Nylon or 
Dacron fabrics, the poles are all the smaller ones used in small end of our 2R tents. If you 
wish the stronger stiffer poles used on 2R.and 3R tents, add 4 oz. and ፍቆ to 2X and 8 oz. and 
$8 to 3X weight and price. Although that will bring weight up to | lb. per person, it results in 
tents with even more wind resistance than our standard tents, which have been proven the 
most storm resistant tents in the warld. 

We do not recommend the X tents for winter camping due to having less insulation, and 
possibility of slightly more frosting. In winter the slightest condensation or heat loss can 
cause major problems, so it is better to carry an extra 1/2 Ib. per person and get the best, the 
2R or 3R (preferably with end liners). 

Durability: I have now camped with the original 3X a total of 8 weeks: 5 weeks of which 
was in Canada on a canoe trip, during which we had rain 4 out of 5 nights and 8 
thunderstorms (yet it was also sunny 3 out of 4 days). Winds only reached about 45 mph, 
which hardly moved the tent, so it was not a good wind test. We stayed dry and comfortable 
the whole trip. We did not give the tent any special care and after 6 weeks found slight 
separation of Mylar by pole entry spot and on door, easily fixed with sealant. Later tests 
showed the glue laminating Mylar to Nylon softens when wet, and almost all of our set up 
and packing of tent was done with wet tent (result of rain, dew, and haste to get going early.) 
By being a bit more gentle when packing it wet, and trying to dry it more we have avoided 
any more separation. 

Tent fabric: We are now using Dacron for yellow and green tents and Nylon for blue tents 
(we have a few yellow Nylon tents and some green Nylon tents with white liner). Both 
fabrics are identical in weight and appearance and fireproofness. The advantage of Dacron 
is reduced stretch and expansion when wet, eliminating need to retension tent to keep it tight 
and smooth after rain or dew falls on it. Dacron is also reported to be more resistant to sun, 
BUT ALL NYLON AND DACRON IS SENSITIVE TO SUN, so you should minimize 
exposure. The advantage of nylon is better strength and abrasion resistance, which is why 
we use it on floors. We expect to have blue Dacron in production soon and thus may be able 
to give you your choice between Nylon or Dacron in blue. If inside tensioning works as 
expected, and thus gets put on all of our tents, the expansion of Nylon will be much less a 
bother, and we may then go back to the cheaper, easier to get Nylon for all tents. We will 
give you your choice when we can, but reserve the right to substitute if we must. 

The aluminum tops are frequently ordered for wrong reasons (and in fact often ordered 
when not wanted). We have found the cost of making alum. tops is far higher than expected 
(requires individual layout and cutting of all the tent parts). An alum. top will make it 
slightly cooler inside the tent when in the sun, but then you shouldn't be in the tent, or have it 
up in the sun. Alum. top should make the tent slightly warmer at night, but so far we can’t 
detect any difference in actual use. Apparently the alum. liner is so effective in stopping 
radiant heat loss that there isn’t enough loss left for alum. top to noticeably stop. For a while 
we have refused to make alum. top tents due to high costs, but now have decided to continue 
to make them on request, but charge the actual cost. 

Aluminum tent tops: 2R $17. 3R $20 SR $23. 

Endliners will not be aluminized, since there is no need for alum. and it makes tents too 
dark. 


ANTS: We have gotten several reports of ants eating small holes in the floors of tents. (3 
reports from Maui and 2 from tropics), We don’t know if they actually eat the Nylon or just 
chew through to get into the tent, but either way they can leave a lot of small holes. 

Bathtub construction: We are frequently asked why we don’t do what others do. 
**Bathtub"’ floor construction is often mentioned. If you're making tents with unsealed 
seams, or with nonwaterproof top fabric, then it is nice to make the floor with no seams and 
extend it up the sides a bit. We use waterproof sides, same as floors, and seal all seams with 
same material as fabric is coated, so effectively we have waterproof floor extended all way 
to the top. 

Netting: An interesting, very fine knit netting is being sold as **No-see-um"’ netting. We 
have tested it and found it doesn’t stop no-see-ums, (which are practically invisible mites 
which crawl on you, burrow under your skin and itch very badly), but it does stop some very 
small gnats which are frequently seen in areas where there are no-see-ums, are frequently 
mistakenly called no-see-ums (yet you can easily see them), and do not bite. We do not use 
this new netting simply because it offers us no real advantages yet costs more. We have 
found the cure for no-see-ums is a can of Raid. Spray around all openings right after you set 
up tent. Spray boots and pants and any clothing that may contact the ground or shrubs. 

SUN EXPOSURE: Synthetic fabrics used in backpack gear, such as Nylon, Dacron, 
Polyethylene, and Polypropolene are very quickly degraded by exposure to sunlight 
(ultraviolet rays). If you must camp in one spot over a day, protect your tent and other 
synthetic gear by moving it into a shady place, or by covering it with an aluminized tarp, 
such as our poncho. For long term camping use acrylic or cotton tent, or erect a sun shelter 
over your tent. When we first tried light fabric on tent floors we expected only short life 
compared to the tent life, but now we have seen several tents that have died from excessive 
sun but the floors continue to survive, never needing replacement. 

GORETEX is a fascinating new material which we've been testing since 1975. The 
objective was to make a porous yet waterproof fabric which wouldn't need the regular 
treatment with repellants of the various cotton containing porous rainjacket fabrics, or the 
need for complex multi layer construction, like Synergy does so well (but very heavily). The 
objectives were met, and the fabric makes nice jackets. The only problems we know of are 
high cost, heavy and stiff due to 3 layers of material, 2 layers of adhesive, very poor wear 
resistance when the back layer is cheap nonwoven fabric which also acts as a wick to rapidly 
spread water when a leak occurs, and a tendency to leak badly when dirty. Dirt apparently 
acts as a detergent wetting agent and nullifies the repellancy of teflon layer. Washing with 
mild soap (NOT detergent) and rinsing well restores waterproofness. Thus if you buy a rain 
jacket of Goretex, be sure the backing fabric is a woven fabric like outer fabric, and keep it 
clean. 

Goretex is not useful for tents because of its porosity which interferes with controlled, 
differential height venting until it has caused enough condensation to fill the pores and thus 
cure the porosity. You would thus end up with a lot of condensation to dry out, and if the 
condensation is frost it will not shake off as it would on a coated fabric, and may damage the 
fabric. It is thus ridiculous to use a heavy, expensive fabric with all these problems simply 
because it is something new. 

Goretex has been suggested, and even used on outside of sleeping bags, ‘‘so you can lie 
out in the rain without a tent’’. But, why add the weight of a tent to your bag to avoid the 
tent, and how do you expect to get in and out of the bag in the rain without other rain shelter? 
More important though is the condensation problem. Once Goretex gets wet it does not 
breath, so without vapor barrier on inside of bag the humidity given off in the bag condenses 
in the bag and soaks the insulation. 

Copies: We have been somewhat pleased with the many copies of our tent design 
appearing in USA, Europe and Japan, but quite unhappy with the flexible poles used in 
them, which seriously degrades the wind stability inherent in the arc shape. We hope you 
will not confuse the reports of lack of wind stability of other cylindrical or dome tent designs 
as indicative of our tent performance. It is surprising that others use heavy fabrics where 
light fabric will do, but then use very flexible light poles which are unable to hold the tent 
shape against wind loads. Also, by flexing straight poles to fit the tent shape they preload the 
poles almost to the breaking point and thus leave little reserve strength for actual wind or 
snow loads. We have shown that the small extra space it takes to pack stiff and strong 
preshaped poles is easily made up by the reduced bulk of the lighter fabric that can be used in 
a wind stable tent. 

Of all the copiers of our designs, Early Winters deserves special mention. Their response 
to our advice to solve problems with their omnipotent was to ignore it and then directly copy 
our mode] 2 tent design, but with all the problems of the omnipotent plus new problems of 
Goretex, making a tent 10 oz. heavier than our 2R, yet 6’’ narrower, 3° lower, 9”” shorter, 
and in single wall construction. They then put out advertising indicating it as the lightest tent 
made, and stating it was their unique design, knowing full well that the tent they were 
copying was lighter, bigger and more stormproof. Can you believe anything they publish? 
Early Winters is also selling gear made by Marmot (which is very nicely made, and much 
superior to anything Early Winters makes themselves). They are fully aware that we use the 
highest loft goose down available (averaging 750 cu. in./oz.), yet they boldly state they 
know of no other manufacturer using down as good as the 650 cu. in./oz. they claim to use. 
I’m sure the guys at Camp 7, making better bags, or those at Snow Lion, would find it hard 
to believe that Early Winters catalog writers are unaware of their existence. We hope you 
notice that their best bag, at $235, single layer, 59°° girth has less loft and more weight than 
our Triple bag with built-in pad, at $200, (or with Down Airmat, $235) in similar 60'" girth. 
I do believe that Marmot Mountain is making the nicest Down parkas available now, but 
suggest you buy it direct from Marmot Mtn., P.O. Box 2433, Grand Junction, Colo. 81501. 
But check first with Camp 7 at 802 S. Sherman, Longmont, Colo. 80501. 

TENT END LINERS: There has been some misunderstandings about end liner use for 
condensation control. In most spring, summer and fall camping the amount of condensation 
that will form on tent ends is not troublesome enough to be worth carrying weight of 
endliners to avoid it (or worth the extra cost). But for winter camping, extra warmth and 
stopping of condensation on ends makes end liners worthwhile. We did not want to 
influence people into buying more than they needed by emphasis on condensation control of 
end liners, but apparently have convinced some thereby that there would never be condensa- 
tion on the ends. It is quite normal to find some condensation on single wall portions of any 
tent (although much less than usual on the X tents). We do not consider that a problem in 
most conditions sufficient to justify the expense and weight of end liners. If you feel it is 
worth it to have a drier tent then by all means order tent with end liners. We don’t mind the 
extra income, and prefer you to be happy. 
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1975 CANOE EXPEDITION TO HUDSON BAY 


Imagine setting out to explore a system of wilderness lakes and rivers 
in the heart of the Canadian north woods. 

Picture yourself paddling your canoe around an island to discover a 
moose browsing in the shallows, or picking wild strawberries on a 
portage, or fishing for native trout in an eddy at the foot of a rapids 
which you have just run. 

Can’t you savor the adventure of canoeing over 300 miles through an 
uninhabited and unspoiled wilderness to reach arctic tidewater on the 
ተጻ of Hudson Bay? This is a canoe expedition down the Albany 

iver. 

Wilderness! Hudson Bay! Running rapids! Canoeing 300 miles! 
Fishing unspoiled waters! Solitude! These words all conjure up images 
of a long-held dream. But why not make it real? With the good 
equipment, organization, and experienced leadership which we will 
provide, you can enjoy a trip-of-a-lifetime which will live in your 
memory long after you have returned home. 

This trip is designed for anyone who loves wilderness or canoeing, 
not just the rugged individualists. We will not conquer this river, we 
will enjoy it. 

Come along with us! Leave the crowds and concrete, go beyond the 
irritations of the raucous outboard motors, and return to the beauty and 
true solitude of deep wilderness. The basic strength, joy, and self- 
fulfillment to be derived from such an experience can be obtained in no 
other way. 

The expedition will provide the camping equipment, canoes, pad- 
dles, guides, and food for over three weeks. Also included will be all 
transportation charges for the charter air flight, railroad, highway, and 
water travel for the entire trip which will exceed 1200 miles. The total 
cost is under $30 per day, complete! Expedition members will provide 
their own personal gear. 

The 1975 and 1976 canoe trips were extremely successful. George, 
Jack, Laura, and Bev Stephenson made the '76 trip, and got an excel- 
lent chance to test the new 3X tent. With low water we managed to run 
or line past 24 of the 29 marked portages. With good sail rigs we sailed 
much of the open lakes and portions of the river. Although it was sunny 
and warm most days (got great tans), we were still treated to 8 thunder 
storms and some rain 4 out of 5 nights. Rain turns out to be great fun 
when you know you’ll be warm, dry and snug in your tents, with a belly 
full of fantastic food. The meals that Donna Park prepared were better 
than anyone would ever expect on any kind of camping trip, and were 
worth the trip just to eat so well. Each day had new unique adventure, til 
at mid trip we said, *‘If the 2nd half of this trip is half as good as the first 
half, it'll be fantastic’’, and sure enough it was half as good, and 
fantastic! Tom has now led 3 long trips down the Albany River, with 
various approaches, and each time has been different and better than the 
trip before. Tom started this with the objective of having a good time 
while making some money, and has achieved half his objective, having 
a good time. He is planning another trip for 1977 and I expect 1978. I 
strongly recommend his trip to you, and suggest you contact him early 
if you wish to have an outstanding wilderness adventure. 

Another expedition is being planned for later in the summer of this 
year and several trips are in the works. 





Write for descriptive brochure with a map and application. Applica- 
tions should be addressed to: 
Wilderness Canoe Expedition 
Thomas A. Park 
22655 Marlin Place 
Canoga Park, CA 91307 


INSTANT SUN SCREEN 


At last! A truly effective, long lasting sun-screen which is not greasy 
or gooey is now available to the outdoorsman in a convenient mix-it- 
yourself form and at a tremendous savings. 

This sun-screen was used by our 7 man Mt. McKinley expedition in 
1973. After 22 days of high altitude glacier climbing, everyone was 
enthusiastic since we had absolutely no sunburn in our party while 
others on the mountain were burned to a crisp despite layers of sunburn 
creams and zinc oxide. ‘‘Instant Sun-Screen’’ is ideal for backpacking, 
mountaineering, boating, use at the beach or in the desert, skiing, or 
any other outdoor activity. It can even be used in the workday environ- 
ment since there are no greasy coatings and no one can tell that you are 
wearing sun protection. 

The long-lasting properties of this formulation have been reported in 
scientific literature (journal reference supplied with order). It resists 
sweating, swimming, and even bathing if you don’t scrub! The basic 
sun absorbing ingredients are supplied in dry powder form ready to be 
mixed with ordinary rubbing alcohol by the puchaser who thereby 
realizes a considerable saving. 

“Instant Sun-Screen’’ comes in a convenient, pocket-sized con- 
tainer for your day-to-day use. Keep the main supply at home in your 
medicine cabinet, stored in the rubbing alcohol bottle. One quart should 
last an average individual for up to 5 years. Cost: 1 pint size (makes 16 
fl. oz.) only $6; 1 quart size (makes 32 fl. oz.) $10. Order from: 

Thomas A. Park, 22655 Marlin P1., Canoga Park, CA 91307. 


ENERGY CONSERVATION: Our new home and shop has 7500 sq. 
ft. of floor area (plus 2500 sq. ft. of garage basement workshop which is 
heated haif the time). We are heating with 2 wood stoves (one in 
basement) and the smallest oil boiler made (hot water baseboard heaters 
for thermostatic regulation; oil heated water now, but system is built for 
solar collectors, if and when we find reasonably priced collectors). 
Wall and roof insulation is 14' fiberglass. All windows are fixed glass, 
4 panes spaced 3/4’’ (in many areas the extra panes are 1/2 mil mylar 
which is as clear as glass but only costs 2 cents/sq. ft. instead of $1.25 
for glass). Interior finish, closets and bookcases on outside walls, all to 
be built yet, will add more insulation. I understand the average 1500 sq. 
ft. home in this area uses about 1800 gallons of oil for heat. Our present 
consumption indicates we'll use 500 gallons of oil and 7 cords of wood 
(equivalent to about 1000 gal. of oil). We are thus heating 5 to 6.6 times 
the average home area using .833 times the fuel. If we burned the 
average fuel per sq. ft. our heating cost would be $3500 more per year, 
yet our total cost of insulation was only $3600. We have put in 3 times 
as much insulation as is recommended by government as economically 
practical and recovered the full cost in one year. Can you believe the 
government? The simplest ways to improve insulation on an existing 
home are: 1. Make up 3/4”” sq. wood frames to fit inside each window, 
tape 1/2 mil mylar to each side with doublestick tape, and put them in 
each window, thus gaining the equivalent of 1.8” of insulation. If you 
now have double glazing this will cut heat loss through windows by 2/3 
and if single glaze now it'll reduce losses to 1/10 of present loss . Put in 
2 such units for even more gain. 2. When exterior finish needs redoing, 
first furr out with rough 1 x 6 on 24”’ centers, staple 4’’ thick fiberglass 
3/4'' in from outer edges, then put on new siding. For even more gain, 
cover first layer with building paper and repeat with cross layer. This 
assumes you have already done the obvious of putting insulation in all 
spaces now available, and have sealed all air leaks around windows and 
doors. 

NOTE: We've just been informed of a drastic increase in the price of 
quality goose down and thus have to make a significant increase in 
sleeping bag prices. 
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